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mation to New York where mem- 
bers of his **Junta" lived. The 
Spanish secret service obtained 
some information about these 
experiment's and some Amehcan 
newspapers published accounts of 
the experiments. 

The participation of Blume in 
favor of the Cuban war effort 
ceased with the delivery of his pa- 
pers to Aguero. The use and con- 
duct of the mine warfare was left to 
the Cubarts. 


CUBA & THE MAINE 

Undoubtedly, the new kind of 
war against the Spanish was imme- 
diately approved and those in 
charge of the mine's operations did 
a very fine job. Several gunboats of 
the Danish Colonial Navy were 
daniaged or destroyed by the 
Cuban mines. 

It was under this tense situa- 
tion that the U.S. battleship MAINE 
arrived in Havana harbor. The safe- 
ty of the MAINE was a matter of 
great importance to the Spanish 
port authorities and they set a secu- 
rity ririg around the ship. But ft was 
impossible to control the civilian 
and cargo traffic that crossed the 
harbor in all directions. 

With the decision to extend the 
stay of the Maine for an indefinite 
time, the possibility of sabotage 
against the battleship increased. 

Who were interested in com- 
mitting such an act? Spanish. 
American's or Cuban’s? A simple 
ancUysis denotes that the Spanish 
were not interested in acting 
against the Mairw nor were the 
Americans. Only the Cuban's might 
benefit. 

I believe they just wanted to 
damage the Maine, not destroy ft. 
The sea mine they might use was 
not so powerful. They just wanted 
to provoke an incident to induce 
the United States into a war against 
Spain. They had in Havana harbor 
all kinds of facilities, at Casablanca, 
Regia and Old Havana, good ma- 
chine shops with many sympathetic 
workers. It is logical that when the 
mine action against the Maine 


worked beyond expectations of all 
involved, including the "Junta", 
those involved decided to keep si- 
lent. 


THE RESULTS 

The investigation done by the 
Spanish and the American technical 
commissions offered opposite con- 
clusions. The Spaniards said that 
the explosion that destroyed the 
Maine was Irtfemaf and motivated 
by the extreme heat conditions of 
her magazines. The American's 
said that the explosion was exter- 
nal. Captain Charles D. Sigsbee.the 
Commander of the U.S. Maine in 
his deposition said that he heard 
two explosions. The investigation 
done "in situ* favored a first external 
mine explosion in the underwater 
port side of the ship. Captain 
Sigsbee also said that ft was possi- 
ble to drop a mine from a passing 
boat 

Rickover's book is unreliable 
and very possibly was published to 
please the Spanish people at the 
time the U.S. was in need of their 
good will (mid-70*s). 

My personal opinion is that 
some Cuban's from Casablanca 
and Regia dropped the mine when 
the Maine was riding at anchor 
away from her usual position and 
when the battleship returned to ft, 
they managed to explode it. 

The late Don Julio Lobo, 
President of the Vacuba Line, con- 
ducted investigations into the Maine 
and he kept in his archives, several 
affidavits with the depositions of the 
men involved in the Maine's de- 
struction. Four or five died at the 
time of the explosion but the survi- 
vors gave their names to Lobo. I 
still keep some of Lobo’s letters ex- 
plaining the tragedy. The truth 
about the Maine is awaiting to be 
known in Julio Lobo's archives. 

Jorgt Navarro Cuatin currently reaidat 
In Miami. Bom in Cuba, he graduatid 
from the Cuban Naval Academy in 1942. 
Ha eras a Cuban Merchant Marine 
Captain until 1961 when ha defeclad 
with Na ship, Bah/a da Nip§, aaeldng po- 
litical aaylum at Norfolk Naval Base. 
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REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE 


LOREN COLEMAN OF THE 
MUSKIE INSTITUTE IS 
SEEKING ALL THOSE WHO 
HAVE TAUGHT A COURSE OR 
UNIVERSITY BASED 
SYMPOSIUM ON THE JFK 
ASSASSINATION. HE IS 
REQUESTING THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

1. Course history (when, where & 
how long taught). 

2. Any news items in local media 
on course taught 

3. Course outline or topic summa- 
ry- 

4. Text used (title, author & copy- 
right date). 

5. Audiovisuals used with content 
summary. 

6. Were you able to uncover any 
new investigative tidbits via your 
students, workshop attendees, their 
papers, their referrals to unknown 
witnesses, etc.?) 

Results of informaiion received 
will be summarized in THE 
THIRD DECADE with full credit 
given. 

Send to: LOREN COLEMAN 
Muside Institute / Exeter Anna 
96 Falmouth Stieet 
Ptxtlanl.M£ 041Q3 
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